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Material Relevant to British Columbia Labour History in Record Group 


27, Canada Department of Labour - Public Records Division 


- Public Archives of Canada 


The Public Records Division of the Public Archives of Canada 
has responsibility for the organization and retention of all federal 
government records of historical interest. In this publication we 
list those parts of the records of the Canada Department of Labour 
(Record Group 27) held by the Public Records Division which have 
particular relevance for labour history in the province of British 
Columbia. The Department of Labour was created in 1900 and for 75 
years has administered the labour legislation passed by the Parlia- 
ment of Canada as well as acting as a research centre and clearing 
house for information on employment, wages, working conditions and 
labour organization in Canada. During the 1930's the Department was 
responsible for federal relief administration, for a programme of 
technical and vocational training after 1937 and beginning in 1940 
for Unemployment Insurance. During World War II the mobilization 
and control of the Canadian workforce required by the war effort made 
it one of the fastest growing departments in the government. The 
National Selective Service, the War Labour Board and the British 
Columbia Security Commission were all part of the Department or 
reported to Parliament through the Minister of Labour. Until 1966 
and the creation of the Department of Manpower and Immigration the 
Department of Labour held considerable responsibility in those areas 
as well. 


At present the Public Records Division holds about 2,800 linear 
feet/840 metres of Department of Labour material. These records cover 
all aspects of the Department's 75 year history though unfortunately 
some Department of Labour material has not survived. About 70 per cent 
of these records are fully processed and easily accessible to resear- 
chers. Work is proceeding on the remainder while new material is being 
transferred from the Department of Labour to the Division on a regular 
schedule. The staff of the Division are interested in publicizing the 
extent and nature of their holdings among researchers, teachers and 
the general public. It is hoped that this publication (produced as a 
contribution to the work of the Pacific Northwest Labour History 
Conference, University of British Columbia, May 9 - 10, 1975) will help 
to inform persons interested in British Columbia's rich labour history 
of the relevant material existing within just one of the Division's 
99 record groups. Researchers can consult these files and records in the 
Public Archives in Ottawa. The Archives also maintains inquiry and repro- 
duction services for researchers outside Ottawa. The address is: 


Public Archives of Canada 
395 Wellington Street 
OTTAWA, Ontario 

K1A ON3 


Please Note: 


1. For purposes of organization and reference the Public Records 
Division brings together all those records of similar origin i.e. created 
by one Department into a single record "group"'. For each record group an 
inventory is prepared which gives a brief history of the creating agency or 
Department and its work as well as describing the contents and outside dates 
of the actual records. Further information is found in the Finding Aids for 
each record group. These are kept on file in the Public Records Division 
and usually include a list of the titles of the files in each volume of the 
record group. Where material has been received by the Archives but has not 
been fully processed and placed on permanent retention it is listed as an 
"accession" in the record group inventory. Researchers then know that the 
records exist even though they are still being organized. In the list below 
records fully organized are listed by volume number; records still being 
organized are listed by their accession number. 


2. All Department of Labour records are open up to the end of 1945 
with the exception of some which bear sensitive information on private 
individuals still living. Records less than 30 years old are marked with 
an asterisk (*); access to these records is still controlled by the 
Department of Labour. Researchers wishing to examine these records must 
receive permission directly from the Deputy Minister, Canada Department of 


Labour, Ottawa, Ontario. 


John Smart, 
Resource Records Section 
Public Records Division. 
April 1975 


RG 27 vols. 1-4, Labour Gazette Reports on Employment, 1914-1916, 1 ft. 4in./ 
40 cm. 


These are reports from local correspondents of the Labour Gazette 
(the Department's major publication) with occasional representations 
made by various associations and societies. 


vol. 4 - includes reports on Nelson, New Westminster, Prince Rupert, 
Vancouver, Victoria. 


RG 27 vols. 5-31, Retail Prices of Staple Commodities, 1910-1940, 9 ft./2.7 
metres. 


These records of prices were compiled mainly by correspondents of the 
Labour Gazette. They were intended to show changes in the cost of 
living in each locality from month to month and also to indicate the 
comparative prices in the various locations. 


Included are Fernie (1908-1921), Nanaimo (1918-1921), Nelson (1918- 


1921), New Westminster (1918-1921), Prince Rupert (1920-1921), Trail 
(1917-1921), Vancouver (1918-1921), Victoria (1918-1931). 


RG 27 vols. 32-3, Wages and Hours of Work, 1890-1941, 8 in./20 cm. 


Volume 33 contains a report on conditions in British Columbia for 
1909. 


*RG 27 vols. 63-4, Economics and Research Branch, 1951-1958, 1 ft./30 cm. 


These two volumes contain a sampling of material compiled by the 
Branch. B.C. material is as follows. 


Vol. 63 6 - Local labour market situations - Labour Surplus Progress 
Reports for a variety of British Columbia communities 1956- 
LO STs 


9 - Monthly summaries of employment conditions in various British 
Columbia communities - October 1956 and October-November 
LOST. 


RG 27 vols. 65-274, Lacelle Files, 1902-1945, 71 ft./21.3 m. 


Joseph Henry Lacelle was an employee of the Department of Labour from 
1905 to 1946. He designed the original departmental file system and 
the files built up during that period are collected under his name. 
These records deal with all aspects of the department's work during 
the period. 


The following volumes contain material on British Columbia. 
Volume File number 


69 222(6) Conciliation. Coal Miners at Fernie, B.C. and 
Frank, Alberta, 1906. 


222(11) Conciliation. Western Fuel Company Miners, 
Nanaimo, 1905. 


81 401:59-1 Western Labour Board (General). Wage rates and 
working conditions on Defence projects in Alberta, 
British Columbia and the Yukon and Northwest 
Territories, 1943-1944. 


82 402, 403, Wage rates paid on various public works projects, 
404-9 1938-1940. 

83 420:2 Revised "B'' conditions of Fair Wages Policy - 
vol. 9 Orders-in-Council, P.C. 3884, 30 May 1941. 


Correspondence with B.C. Government, 1941-1942. 


87 AZ3°138 Prevailing Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour, 
Province of British Columbia - Surveys etc. by 
the Department, 1933-1944. 


87 423:1:8.1 Prevailing Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour - 
Victoria (1930-1942), Vancouver (1931-1942), 
Powell River (1938-1939), Prince Rupert (1930- 
1941). 


87 423:2:10 Rates of Wages and Labour conditions on Shipbuil- 
vols. 1-8 ding and Repair Work in British Columbia, 1940- 
1945. 


108 435:1 Fair Wages Policy conditions in Contracts awarded 
the Provincial Government of British Columbia, 
1929-1939. 


169-71 614.02:11 Japanese Placement - Policy and Plans - 
(10 vols.) Transfers - Direct relief, 1942-1944. 


Volume 


172-3 


174 


174-8 


Ihgps) 


182 


182 


186 


OL 


194 


194 


IDS)I 


201 


File number 


614. 


O2e 11 


British Columbia Security Commission - Summary of 


(18 vols.) Expenditures, 1942-1944. 


614. 


614. 


vols. 


614.02:11-7 


vols. 


614 
no. 


614. 
no. 


614. 
vol. 


Gleva: 
vol. 


Gli 
vol. 


Claes 


vol. 


O220) 


O2e TL 


1-11 


.02 


3009 


3009 


Gia. 


vol. 


617. 
vol. 


1-19 


Department of Labour, Japanese Division - Treasury 


Office. Statement of Expenditures to 25 November 
1946. 


Japanese situation in Canada - general, January 
1942-October 1944. 


Japanese situation in Canada - Province of Ontario 
Plans for Japanese workers, January 1942-July 
1944, 


Report of the Royal Commission appointed pursuant 
to Order-in-Council No. P.C. 9498 to inquire into 
the Welfare and Maintenance of Japanese in 
Interior settlements in British Columbia, 1943- 
1944, 


Report of His Honour Judge J.C.A. Cameron re 
Japanese Inquiry at Vancouver, 1942. 


Employment Offices Co-ordination Act - Agreement 
between Federal government and the Province of 
British Columbia, 1923-1940. 


Unemployment and Farm Relief Act, 1931 - 
Agreement between the Federal government and the 
Province of British Columbia, 1931-1935. 


The Relief Act, 1932 - Unemployment Relief, 
Province of British Columbia. Orders-in-Council, 
Gea NSIS IES easy 


The Relief Act, 1932 - Orders-in-Council. 
Agreement between the Federal Government and the 
Province of British Columbia, re Relief Settle- 
ment, 1932-1933. 


The Relief Act, 1933. Unemployment Relief, 
Province of British Columbia, Orders-in-Council 
and Agreements, 1933-1934. 


The Relief Act 1934 - Unemployment Relief, 
Province of British Columbia. Orders-in-Council 
and Agreements, 1934-1936. 


Volume 


203 


205 


207 


209 


209 


211 


257 


263 


264 


268-270 all files 


File number 


GOLF. 156 
vol. 9 
Gisckes 
vol. 9 
G17 Lis=3 
vol. 9 

ros re? fl! 
vol. 7 
617.1:9-1B 
vols. l=2 
6b sh 
900.01:3 
904 

vol. 8 
904 

vol. 5-6 


The Relief Act 1935 - Unemployment Relief Measures, 
Province of British Columbia. Orders-in-Council 
and Agreements, 1935-1936. 


The Unemployment Relief and Assistance Act, 1936 - 
Orders-in-Council and Agreements with the Province 
of British Columbia, 1936-1937. 


The Unemployment and Agricultural Assistance Act, 
1937 - Orders-in-Council and Agreements with the 
Province of British Columbia, 1937-1938. 


Unemployment Relief Measures. Correspondence 
1921-1924 with the Province of British Columbia. 


Labour Conference held in Vancouver in connection 
with the Unemployment problem in British Columbia. 
Transcript of the Proceedings of the First and 
Third Conferences, 10 August, 17 August 1921. 


Problem of the transient unemployed men in British 
Columbia, 1938-1940. 


Building Trades Apprenticeship, Vancouver, 1925. 


Technical Education - Agreement under the 
Technical Education Act between the Minister of 
Labour and the Province of British Columbia, 1928- 
TOS7% 


Detailed Statement of Expenditures under the 
Technical Education Act (Ledger Sheets) British 
Columbia, 1 April 1919-30 September 1929. 


In the matter of the "Inquiries Act" and of a Royal 
Commission to examine into and report as to the 
most effective means of securing maximum production 
in the shipyards in the Province of British 
Columbia. Proceedings of Inquiry, vols. 1-18; 
Exhibits 1-45, 21 July-14 August 1942. 


*RG 27 vols. 275-292, Immigration and Labour Files, 1943-1965, 13 ft./3.9 m. 


Administrative files dealing with immigration matters including 
the effects of immigrants on the labour market. 


Volume 288 File 1-26-40, 1-3 contains material on the "British 
Columbia Immigrant Labour Project" February 1951-June 1952. 


4 


' 


*RG 27 vols. 294-556, Strikes and Lockouts, 1900-1962, 262 £E 6/78: 6m . 


These files contain reports on industrial disputes filed with the 
Department of Labour by both employers and unions along with any 
pertinent correspondence. Files on strikes of any major importance 
usually include a selection of newspaper clippings. 


About 1200 B.C. strikes and lockouts occurring between 1907 and 1962 
are covered. Of these 167 occurred before 1920 and 180 occurred 
between 1930 and 1934. 


*RG 27 vols. 837-931, Committees, Conferences, Meetings, etc., 1920-1966, 
65nrt. / ES. 9 im. 


These files relate to federal Boards, Conferences, Committees and 
Councils which dealt with matters affecting the Canadian labour 
scene. Vols. 842-845 contain the records of the Pacific Regional 
Advisory Board, 1942-1952. This Board began as part of the National 
Selective Service and reviewed general problems of labour supply in 
British Columbia. 


*RG 27 vols. 967-999, 1478-1526, National Selective Service Operations, 
1939-1947, 40 ft./12 m. 


Vols. 1524-1526 contain additional records of the Pacific Regional 
Advisory Board. 


*RG 27 vols. 1744-1894, Conciliation and Arbitration, 1944-1970, 123 ft./ 
36.9 m. 


The appointment of conciliation officers and arbitrators in industrial 
disputes is one of the oldest and most important functions of the 
Department of Labour. These files cover 200 cases from the province 
of British Columbia where the Department became involved. Also 
included are the following files. 


Olen ley ow Industrial Conditions in Various Industries. 

file 7-24-2-2 Fishing Industry Pacific Coast, 1945-1953. 

VOU 55 Industrial Conditions in Various Industries. 

file 7-24-5-1 and 2 Logging and Sawmill Industry British Colunbia, 
1941-1954. 


RG 27 


vol. 1755 Industrial Relations - Industrial Conditions in 
file 7-24-10 Various Industries - Pulp and Paper Industry - 
B.C. 1947-1966. 


Vola Loo Industrial Relations - Industrial Conditions in 
file 7-24-11 Various Industries - Fruit and Vegetable Industry - 
Okanagan Valley, B.C. 1947-1951. 


vol. 1754 Industrial Conditions Relations Wages. Industrial 
file 7-24-13 Conditions in Various Industries. Furniture 
Industry in British Columbia, September 1947- 
June 1953. 
accession 70/303, Unemployment Relief Commission, 1930-1942, 230 ft./ 


69 m. 


The Unemployment Relief Commission administered legislation passed by 


the federal government to deal with the major effects of the Depression 


on the Canadian population. Its records are currently being organized 
by the Public Records Division. About 15 per cent of the material 

(35 boxes) deals with British Columbia. One quarter of this consists 
of financial records (cheque requisitions, accounts and payments). 
Correspondence, reports, and memoranda passing between federal and 
British Columbia authorities constitute about one third of these 

55 boxes. 


Included are some detailed reports on the activities of the organized 
unemployed in British Columbia for the years 1936-1939 as well as 
correspondence between the British Columbia Relief Commission and the 
federal relief commission on the subject of the single and homeless 
unemployed. 


These records also include some documents of an unusual kind - relief 
project. payrolls, relief camp travel requisition forms, 1935 “Trek" 
records - which in sum provide a good deal of information on B.C.'s 
unemployed men of the 1930's. 


*RG 27 accession 72/624, General Service Files, 1936-1970, 36 ft./10.8 m. 


; 


Box 25 Queen Charlotte Island re Labour Situation - 
file 1-10Q-7 1 April 1942-7 January 1947. 
Box 31 United Fishermen and Allied Workers Union - Correspon 


file 1-10"U"-188 dence - 1 December 1959-1 May 1964. 


*RG 27 accession 72/626, Accident Prevention and Compensation Group, 1919- 
1964, 7 £t./2.1.m; 


These records relate to provincial compensation legislation as well 
as organizations and.associations concerned with accident prevention 
and compensation. B.C. material is collected in Volume 3, file 
13-4-11 (1, 2, 3) Provincial Compensation Legislation - British 
Columbia, 22 August 1919-17 May 1939. This material consists of 
cases and rulings involving federal employees in British Columbia. 


*RG 27 accession 73/43, Administration Files, 1931-1966, 26 cia orey AT AAS Irae 


Administration has generally been the responsibility of the depart- 
mental deputy minister. These files contain correspondence, memoranda 
minutes and printed reports on a wide variety of topics including the 
following file on British Columbia, 1946. 


> 


Box 12 Suggestions and Representations - Strikes and 
file 3-26-10-5-1 and 2 Lockouts - Lumber Dispute (B.C.) 1946. 


This file contains letters and memoranda sent to the Department of 
Labour by private individuals and organizations interested in the 
dispute. Included are copies of some union strike bulletins and 
transcripts of radio broadcasts sponsored by the British Columbia 
Lumber Industry during the strike. 


*RG 27 accession 73-4/11, Collective Agreements, 1919-1962, 92 ft./27.6 m. 


The Department of Labour receives copies of all collective agreements 
after they are signed. Resumés are frequently published in Labour 
Gazette but in many cases these files contain additional information 
in the form of correspondence, memoranda, copies of conciliation 
reports, and arbitration awards. Also some agreements were kept 
confidential by the parties involved. 


These files are currently undergoing preliminary organization in the 
Public Records Division. When completely processed they will consti- 
tute an important source of information for labour historians. 


*RG 27 accession 74-5/90, Strikes and Lockouts, 1963-1966, 24 ft./7.2 m. 


These records are an extension of vols. 294-556 covering the years 
1963-1966. Files on approximately 1800 strikes and lockouts occurring 
all over Canada (many in British Columbia) are included. This 
material is still in the preliminary stages of organization. 
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